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12. Long Valley Hall Grant Application (Pages 1 - 4)  

 Summary: 
 

Following the identification of significant structural defects in Long 
Valley Hall which could have led to the Hall’s permanent closure, 
Longfield and New Barn Parish Council has embarked on a 
programme of extensive renovation and reconstruction of the 
building at significant cost to the Parish Council.  
 
The Borough Council is the freeholder of the land. Long Valley Hall 
is leased by the Borough Council to Longfield Parish Council, with 
the remaining part leased to Long Valley Sports and Social Club.  
 
The Parish Council has applied to the Borough Council for a 
contribution of £74,325.62 to enable the completion of works to Long 
Valley Hall, so the Hall can continue to serve the local community 
and the many local groups which use it. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That, for the reasons detailed in the body of the report and subject to 
‘grant terms and conditions’ as approved by the Head of Legal 
Services, Longfield Parish   Council’s application to the Borough 
Council for a non-repayable grant of £74,325.62, be considered, to 
enable the works to Long Valley Hall to be completed and the Hall 
brought back into community use. 
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LONG VALLEY HALL GRANT APPLICATION 

 

 
Ward: Longfield, New Barn & Southfleet 

1. Summary 

 
1.1 Following the identification of significant structural defects in Long Valley Hall 

which could have led to the Hall’s permanent closure, Longfield and New Barn 
Parish Council has embarked on a programme of extensive renovation and  
reconstruction of the building at significant cost to the Parish Council.  

 
1.2 The Borough Council is the freeholder of the land. Long Valley Hall is leased by 

the Borough Council to Longfield Parish Council, with the remaining part leased 
to Long Valley Sports and Social Club.  

 
1.3 The Parish Council has applied to the Borough Council for a contribution of 

£74,325.62 to enable the completion of works to Long Valley Hall, so the Hall can 
continue to serve the local community and the many local groups which use it. 

2. RECOMMENDATION  

2.1. That, for the reasons detailed in the body of the report and subject to ‘grant terms 
and conditions’ as approved by the Head of Legal Services, Longfield Parish   
Council’s application to the Borough Council for a non-repayable grant of 
£74,325.62, be considered, to enable the works to Long Valley Hall to be completed 
and the Hall brought back into community use. 

 
3. Background and Discussion 

 
3.1 The Long Valley Hall site was purchased by the Council (then the Rural District  
 Council of Dartford) as part of the acquisition of a wider area on 8 October 1918 and 

the land is held for leisure purposes.  
 

3.2 The major part of the building is leased by the Borough Council to Longfield Parish 
Council, with the remaining part leased to Long Valley Sports and Social Club. Whilst 
both leases expressly state that the obligation to repair and maintain the building are 
the responsibility of the two tenants, neither tenant is obliged to put the premises in a 
better state of repair than is evidenced by a photographic schedule of condition  
attached to the leases. The obligations under the leases would be unlikely to safe-
guard the Hall’s structure.  

 
3.3 The building is approximately 60 years old and in 2019 a survey found that worsening 

subsidence was likely to be related to poor foundations and structural instability  
 arising from the methods of construction.  In an attempt to resolve the significant build-

ing defects uncovered and in order to meet the repairing obligations, the Parish Coun-
cil embarked on a significant upgrade and renovation of the building, in its entirety, at 
a significant cost.  
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3.4 The subsequent works have included the under-pinning of the foundations and the 
relaying of the floor slab. The internal fixtures and fittings are being renewed with a 
new kitchen, WCs and a disabled WC, as well as new UPVC doors, plumbing,      
electrics and windows and redecoration. In addition, the asbestos roof was found to 
be leaking and in need of professional sealing. This work has been completed.  

 
3.5 The Parish Council used £300k from Parish funds built-up for the purpose as well 

as obtaining a Public Works Loan of £200k. However, a significant part of the project 
cost has arisen from defects and instability arising from the Hall’s foundations. The 
Parish Council is therefore requesting a contribution to the total works from the Bor-
ough Council, as freeholder, so the Hall can re-open for the various local community 
groups that use its facilities. 

 
3.6 The Parish Council has made an application to the Council to assist financially, by 

way of a non-repayable grant in the sum of £74,325.62, to enable the following works 
to the building to be undertaken: 

 

 Complete Electrical work £11,985:50 (fire safety compliance) 
 Replace Ceiling in hall £15,651:43 (fire safety compliance) 
 Additional Plumbing work £4,771:43 

 Flat roof re-felting £9,500:00 

 X32 Fire doors (some glazed) £17,555:00 (fire safety compliance) 
 Mosaic wooden floor renewed £4,500:00. 

 Electronic smoke detectors for various rooms £310:00 (fire safety compliance) 
 CCTV cameras/Alarm system £6,839:02 

 Hand driers for WC’s £3,213.24 (H&S compliance) 
 
3.7 Without the financial assistance requested, the final elements of the refurbishment 

works required to the building will not be able to be completed and this long                
established and well-used local facility, which supports the local community, may not 
be able to re-open in 2021. 

 
3.8 Sports clubs and other community based groups (VCSs) play a vital role in the      

Borough, by providing services at a local level, assisting with improving social cohe-
sion and promoting local community activities. The Borough Council’s overall       
strategy includes maximising rental income/yield wherever possible but also recog-
nises the need to invest in the sustainability of its property across the Borough. It is 
also committed to developing greater community participation and recognises the 
importance of providing support to VCSs that provide services to the community, 
which are compatible with the Council’s wider objectives and further  

 
3.9 The payment of the non-refundable grant (if agreed), will be subject to ‘grant terms 

and conditions’, approved by the Head of Legal Services.  
 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 

This report relates to the Housing and Stronger Communities aims and specifically 
to create strong and self-reliant communities’.  
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5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments 

 

Financial Implications The award of a grant for this purpose will be a Capital 
Grant and can be funded via the Corporate Property 
Maintenance Reserve. 

Legal Implications As discussed in para. 3.2 above 

Staffing Implications None specifically emanating from this report 

Administrative Implications None specifically emanating from this report 

Risk Assessment As discussed in para. 3.7 above 

 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 

 
Not applicable 

 
7. Appendices 

 
Not applicable 

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
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Report Author Section and 
Directorate 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

  Peter Dosad 
 
 
Marie Kelly-Stone 

Housing &  
Public Protection 
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